Child Experiences with Cannabis Extracts

An article published on October 10, 2013 detailed the history of child patient Dahlia Barnhart (http://www.plantcityobserver.com/article/plant-city-mother-seeks-medicinal-marijuana-treatment-toddler-daughter). Dahlia was born in September 2010, and by May 5, 2013 was diagnosed with a brain tumor. On June 10, she began chemotherapy and other medications, including methotrexate, cisplatin, and morphine, which caused debilitating side effects. Surgery saved her life, but also caused some paralysis on her right side. Dahlia's mother Moriah learned about Dr. Sean McAllister's research showing that the combination of THC and CBD inhibited glioblastoma tumors. The Barnharts moved from Florida to Colorado in December 2013, and Dahlia began taking about a gram per day of CBDrich cannabis oil (http://www.myfoxtampabay.com/story/24514726/2014/01/22/family-moves-to-colorado-formedical-marijuana-treatment). "I saw almost immediate responses cognitively; she developed into a normal 3-year-old from a very critically ill child almost overnight," Barnhart said. As of May 2015 Dahlia is doing well.
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A September 29, 2014 article described Lindsay Carter's battle with a brain tumor (http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/news/cannabis-a-lifesaver/2392459). At that point, Lindsay had traveled to the United States three times for cannabis oil treatment. After each visit, the tumor reduced substantially, including by almost half after one seven-week treatment period. However, upon returning to Australia where he could not access cannabis oil, the tumor began growing again. As of June 2015, Lindsay is still fighting, but has not been able to return to the United States for treatment for several months. Hopefully he can complete treatment at home in Australia.

[image: ]

A young patient named Jonah Allen was diagnosed in 2013 with an inoperable glioma tumor on the left side of his brain. He began using cannabis oil with substantial levels of THC and CBD. A video posted July 21, 2014 shared that Jonah was continuing to do well with his cannabis extract treatment (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROUZK_wIMXc). Doctors said Jonah's tumor would only grow and he would need to receive chemotherapy for the rest of his life. Using cannabis extracts as his sole treatment, Jonah’s tumor began to shrink. As of May 2015, Jonah is continuing to fight his cancer with cannabis.
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A September 9, 2014 video from NBCNews.com featured a young child named Leah Merklin. She was using cannabis oil to treat diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma, one of the most aggressive and fatal brain tumors (http://www.nbcnews.com/watch/nbc-news-channel/cannabis-oil-unexpected-lifesaver-326331971705). After diagnosis, she was given 6-12 months to live; doctors said it would likely be closer to 6. The cancer had wrapped around her brainstem, which caused numerous complications including movement and eye problems. Her parents, Eric and Bethany, began administering cannabis oil to her, and at time of filming had worked her up to almost a gram per day. The family quickly saw incredible benefits. Leah began walking, jumping, and going back to school. From January 2014 to July, there was no growth in the cancer. Leah’s doctors support her use of cannabis medicine.
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A June 5, 2014 article reported the progress of Taylor Rehmeyer, a 15-year-old patient (http://tdn.com/news/local/article_b2b20ea8-ed02-11e3-8a23-0019bb2963f4.html). Diagnosed at 6 years old, the tumor returned three times. Radiation was only partially effective for shrinking the tumor. In August 2013, it began growing again, and Taylor’s 78 mother Karen turned to cannabis oil. She built up her dosage to one gram per day for three months. The psychoactivity of the medicine was especially intense for Taylor and induced hallucinations, but the maintenance dose she currently takes does not seem to create such effects. “She got an MRI (in May) that said no major abnormalities. The doctors at Seattle Children’s Hospital don’t want to admit it was cannabis, but I don’t care. She’s cancer-free,” said Karen.
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In Spring 2011, then 14-year-old Alysa Erwin was diagnosed with Grade III anaplastic astrocytoma (http://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/what-if-cannabis-oil-curedcancer/Content?oid=2145865). Even with chemotherapy treatments, she was only given 18 months to live. Alysa began taking Temedor, which caused terrible side effects. Her family learned about the potential of cannabis oil to eliminate the tumor from the documentaries What if Cannabis Cured Cancer and Run From the Cure, and Alysa began taking a THC-rich oil in August 2011. After the very first dose of cannabis oil, which Alysa ingested through an infused peanut butter, she experienced a "miraculous transformation." Her mother Carly stated, "About 30 minutes after taking cannabis oil she was out of her room eating and smiling. We knew what we wanted after seeing her, but we wanted to see what she wanted because it was her body. The light was back in her eyes again. She was back to herself. She said she wasn’t doing chemo anymore; she was only doing cannabis oil." 
After a year of taking high doses of cannabis oil, about three milliliters a day (roughly three grams), the cancer changed into five identifiable tumors, one of which was near Alysa's brainstem. Doctors convinced Alysa to have six weeks of radiation, which her mother said was regrettable because it caused brain swelling. Alysa continued using cannabis oil, and by January 2013 was cancer free. 
Astrocytomas of all types tend to recur, which unfortunately proved true for Alysa (http://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/alysa-erwins-cancer-is-back-and-doctors-wont-help-herwith-cannabis-oil-treatment/Content?oid=2240758). For several reasons, she was not able to continue a steady maintenance dose of cannabis oil; such a practice is often integral to keeping cancers in remission. In late July 2014, the astrocytoma returned in a very aggressive form. Doctors said radiation would only buy her some time, apparently just a few weeks. Alysa combined cannabis oil with the radiation, which allowed her to forego opiate medications as well as gain weight. By April 2015, doctors said she was 75% cancer free (http://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2015/04/hash_bash_speakers_talk_about.html). In June 2015, a Facebook post indicated that doctors said everything looked stable and they did not see any more cancer.
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It is important to note that the use of cannabinoids, especially non-psychoactive CBD, is becoming very accepted as a treatment for epilepsy and even brain tumors. In fact the FDA has listed CBD as an orphan drug for the direct treatment of glioma brain tumors.

On September 29, 2014, Insys Therapeutics announced that the United States Food and Drug Administration had granted orphan drug designation to their pharmaceutical CBD product for directly treating glioma ("Insys Therapeutics"). The CEO of InSys Therapeutics, Michael Babich, stated, "We are pleased to have received broad orphan drug designation for CBD to treat glioma. We will most likely focus initially on pontine glioma, or PG, which has multiple similarities with glioblastoma multiforme, for which our pharmaceutical CBD was granted ODD last month. We believe that this product has excellent potential as treatment for PG, and look forward to advancing its development and offering a potential efficacious treatment for patients." (http://www.marketwatch.com/story/insys-therapeutics-receives-fda-orphan-drug-designation-for-its-pharmaceutical-cannabidiol-as-a-potential-treatment-for-glioma-2014-09-29).

Logan Ewell was diagnosed with B cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia on April 16, 2009, and quickly began chemotherapy treatments (http://www.ladybud.com/2014/04/29/cannabis-versus-acute-lymphoblastic-leukemia-go-team-logan). Given that the lymphoblasts were only present in Logan’s blood and bone marrow, aggressive therapy was not initially needed. While chemotherapy kept the cancer at bay for two years, in March 2011 tests showed that lymphoblasts had spread to Logan’s spinal fluid. Therefore, Logan required an increase in chemotherapy and the addition of radiation. These treatments also apparently kept the cancer under control, until June 2013 when a second relapse occurred. In October 2013, Logan was admitted to Mott’s Children’s Hospital to receive a bone marrow transplant, which ultimately proved ineffective. 
On January 13, 2014, doctors at the University of Michigan stated there were no more options, and advised the family to seek out hospice care for the next three to twelve months. Immediately after hearing the terminal diagnosis, Kimberly, Logan’s mother, began taking steps to procure cannabis oil. She knew it was an option but had not seriously considered it until there was nothing else to try. Logan's first dose of only 0.025 grams resulted in extreme sleepiness but also quickly impacted his lymphoblast count, which dropped eight percent in four days. He maintained a 0.05 grams per day dosage until his next blood tests, which showed rising 94 blast counts. Kimberly then obtained a much more concentrated oil, and after another four day period Logan's blast count began falling again. 
On January 28, 2014, Logan was hospitalized for graft-versus-host disease, an organ transplant-related disorder. His cannabis oil dose was increased to 2 grams per day during his hospital stay, which resulted in further reduction in lymphoblast counts. However, Logan’s liver enzymes became abnormally elevated, a potential consequence of using isopropyl alcoholderived cannabis oil. After switching to 190-proof grain alcohol-derived cannabis oil, Logan’s liver enzymes slowly normalized; however, it is unknown whether the solvent was the actual cause. By April 2014 Logan was pronounced cancer free, and began quickly recovering from the lingering side effects of chemotherapy. Several months after his primary remission, testicular cancer appeared. Logan continued to use cannabis extract medicine for treatment. It is not apparent whether conventional chemotherapy was added. In any case, as of May 2015, Logan was still doing well. 
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Mykayla Comstock attracted significant attention related to her battle with cancer. In July 2012, Mykayla was diagnosed with T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (http://abcnews.go.com/Health/medical-marijuana-year-sparks-controversy/story?id=17814636). She began receiving chemotherapy at Randall Children's Hospital in Portland, Oregon. At first, Mykayla was not responding well to the treatments, and doctors said a bone marrow transplant may be necessary. Her family began administering cannabis oil on July 24, 2012 to attempt to kill the cancer and counter the side effects of chemotherapy (http://www.bravemykayla.com/her-treatment.html). After starting oil, Mykayla was instantly able to eat again. She smiled and laughed a lot. Overall, she was much happier. One week after beginning the oil treatment, Mykayla's physicians reported that the leukemia was gone from her bone marrow and blood; she was in remission and no longer needed a bone marrow transplant. Over the next several years, Mykayla underwent maintenance chemotherapy as required by law. Cannabis oil reduced the side effects and virtually eliminated her need for conventional pain and nausea medications. By May 2015, Mykayla's chemotherapy was completed and she began having her chemo port removed.
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Lauranne Ackelson is a 6-year old girl who was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia three times in her life (http://roarawaycancer.weebly.com). She endured lengthy hospital stays, two bone marrow transplants, and reached a lifetime max for chemo. Her family decided there had to be something better, and found cannabis oil. Since July 2013, Lauranne has been on one gram of cannabis oil per day, which finally led to her continued remission. She was on chemotherapy when she started the oil but the traditional treatment was apparently discontinued. Lauranne's story is also mentioned in a news article about children using cannabis in Oregon (http://www.willamettelive.com/2014/news/kids-using-marijuana). "Her blood work has been the best we’ve ever seen since starting retreatment in 2010," Kaleena Brianne, Lauranne’s mom, reports. "When we fought this monster the first time, we were inpatient a total of 144 days… but [after cannabis] this time around our 95 total stay was 72 – a drop of 50%. The doctors were impressed with the fact that her bone marrow aspirate also showed no leukemia cells in the marrow."
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Landon Riddle's fight against leukemia was chronicled by Dr. Sanjay Gupta of CNN in an August 17, 2013 video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pk9NQxWElXg). Dr. Gupta and Sierra Riddle, Landon’s mother, described the severity of his condition. At 2, he was diagnosed with leukemia. Doctors immediately started intense chemotherapy, but said even with that, he only had around an 8% chance of living 24-48 hours. Dr. Gupta stated, "The chemo made him violently ill. He was in intense pain, he suffered nerve damage in his legs, and he went 25 days without eating." Around the clock, he was on a wide variety of pharmaceuticals and painkillers. Sierra then learned about medicinal cannabis, and found Realm of Caring. As soon as he began cannabis oil, Landon’s blood platelet count improved substantially, returning to a healthy level. At the end of the video, Dr. Gupta stated Landon had been off chemotherapy for three weeks, and that Sierra said Landon’s cancer was in remission. As of June 2015, Landon has remained in remission by only using cannabis oil. 
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A December 7, 2014 story from an NBC affiliate reported on Cecilia von Harz (http://whotv.com/2014/12/07/toddler-using-cannabis-oil-and-sugar-free-diet-to-fight-cancer). She was diagnosed with a rare kidney cancer called Wilms’ tumor in 2013. Surgeries, radiation, and chemotherapy were all attempted, but damage to Cecilia’s liver prevented further treatment. At this point, parents Jim and Jaclyn sought out alternative treatments, which consisted of cannabis oil and an organic sugar-free diet. The effects were powerful. "She was sick, she was in pain," Jaclyn said. "But she’s so much better now. She’s happy, she’s energetic." The parents also said the treatments have shown great promise in shrinking Cecilia's tumors.
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Chico Ryder was diagnosed with Stage III/Group III parameningeal embryonal rhabdomyosarcoma, an especially aggressive soft tissue cancer, in December 2012 (http://illegallyhealed.com/13-year-old-chico-ryder-is-kickin-cancer-with-cannabis-oil). He immediately began chemotherapy after diagnosis. From February to March 2013, Chico also completed a 28-session protocol of radiation, which consisted of one session per day five days a week. The intense combination of these treatments caused horrendous side effects, including near-daily vomiting and painful nerve damage. Chico eventually needed to stay in the hospital every time he received chemotherapy. Chico’s parents, Paul and Angela Ryder, knew they needed to do something to mitigate the damage from conventional treatments and boost their cancer-fighting power. 
After Angela learned about cannabis oil and extensively researched the treatment option, the family decided it was the right thing to do. Chico first tried Marinol, a synthetic form of THC, which moderately improved his symptoms. However, the drug's benefits diminished over time. He then began receiving cannabis oil from Aunt Zelda's in July 2013. The impact from this better form of cannabis extract therapy was remarkable. While the oil did not fully reverse the side effects of the large doses of chemotherapy and radiation, Chico experienced significant benefits. His vomiting reduced by half and his neuropathy stopped progressing. 
By August 2013 he was able to get off intravenous nutrition and begin using a G-tube, which is better for liver function. To fight the pain, Chico was prescribed substantial amounts of opiates, including methadone. Cannabis oil enabled Chico to wean off opiates while controlling pain. Furthermore, Chico’s white blood cell counts recovered faster than expected after chemotherapy sessions, and he did not need to delay chemotherapy at all once he began using cannabis oil. Chico utilized a range of integrative therapies alongside conventional treatment, including cannabis oil, mistletoe, acupuncture, medicinal mushrooms, IP6 and many other supplements. 
By November 2013, Chico was declared in remission. He substantially reduced his cannabis dose to 85mg of THC and 100mg of CBD per day for maintenance. Chico has since recovered from much of the damage he endured, but he still has a fair way to go before he is completely healed.
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