What is research problem:

NCI-funded cohorts funded include older subjects, lack diversity, have insufficient biospecimens, and are too small to study some cancers.  Cohort studies are important for establishing causality.  The Million Person cohort is important but unlikely to answer all questions related to cancer etiology.

What is your proposed solution:

NCI needs to continue to fund new cohorts that improve upon the current state of cancer epidemiology cohorts and can help fill gaps related the MIllion Person cohort.  In addition, funding should be set aside to support data analyses arising from the NCI cohort consortium, because much useful information is contained within those projects.  However, the research that is proposed by the consortium is constrained by the existing data, and often fares poorly in study section on innovation and impact.  

How will your solution make a difference:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cancer prevention begins with understanding the risk factors for each cancer  type.  Considerable cohort data exists to help identify these risk factors;  he current system makes it very difficult to get the funds to harmonize and analyze the data.  New cohorts can address special issues that may not be possible in the Million Person cohort.
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