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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. A new public–private partnership, involving government, industry, aca-
demic and other research institutions, advocacy groups, philanthropies,
and others, should be formed to lead pediatric cancer drug discovery
and development.

Advocacy groups, government, academic institutions, and the pharmaceutical
and biotechnology industries should collaborate to establish a
not-for-profit “public–private partnership” to fund and direct drug development
for agents uniquely targeting pediatric cancers. Arrangements
could be made, for example, for industry to relinquish intellectual property
rights (or otherwise reduce barriers) associated with pediatric use of
candidate compounds identified by screening their libraries against pediatric
targets (while retaining rights for any other uses); for academic researchers
and their institutions to act similarly regarding potential drug
targets (also a contribution of intellectual property); for NCI to make
available its drug development and clinical trial resources on a preferential
basis; and for advocacy groups to contribute input from the patient community,
fundraising, and leadership. A first step would be for each partner
(industry, government, academia, research institutions, advocacy) to identify
and support an individual to work for a period of time on a feasibility
study, business plan (in consultation with professional business development
experts), and plans for pilot projects, which would be seen as a
means to prove the viability of the concept. The components of R&D for
pediatric cancer drugs are, in many ways, better developed than for most
other rare conditions, and money is already flowing to many of them. This
entity could take advantage of those resources in a more focused way than
currently occurs for pediatric cancer drugs.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2005 Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved
